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PAERANGI

VIDEO 5 - SCRIPT MECHANICS
HOMEWORK

Write the opening scene of the script for your short film or web series
e Use the techniques you have learnt in this video to make sure the scene grabs
attention
e Make sure the script is formatted correctly by using a programme for
formatting scripts like Final Draft, Writer Solo, Celtx, Highland 2 or Fadeln.
(Do not use Microsoft Word or Google Docs, as the document won't fit the
industry standards).

WATCH LIST

Night Shift

Short film, 2012, 14'00"

Writer/director — Zia Mandviwalla

Producers — Chelsea Winstanley, Matt Noonan

Alibi

Web series, 2018, 6 x 13-15mins
Writers — David de Lautour, Hannah Marshall
Director — David de Lautour

Producers — Hannah Marshall, Gareth Williams

The Cul de Sac, Pilot episode

Web series, 2016-2018
Showrunner — Stephen J Campbell

Baby Mama's Club

Web series, 2017-2018
Season 1, 7 x 6-12mins

Directors — Stephen J Campbell, Robyn Grace
Producers — Stephen J Campbell, Harriet
Crampton, Natasha Romaniuk, Alex Reed

Season 2, 6 x 9-16mins
Creator/director — Hanelle Harris
Producers — Hanelle Harris, Halaifonua Finau,

Mia Henry-Tierney

GLOSSARY

Script vs screenplay — The term script is used in various disciplines including film, television
and theatre, while the term screenplay is used in film and television only. In film and television
there is no difference between the meaning of script or screenplay.

Big print — The contents of a script or screenplay can be broken into two components: action
and dialogue. The action is also known as scene description, screen direction, big text or big
print. It is a description of what can be seen or heard by the audience e.g. descriptions of
character movements and the setting. It is written in present tense and should not include
things that can’t be seen like characters’ thoughts.

Pilot — The pilot episode of a series is the first episode of the first season. In Hollywood,
producers make pilots of proposed shows (during Summer or ‘pilot season’) to give networks a
taste of the show so they can make their final decisions of what they want to invest in. If any
major elements, like cast, are changed then the pilot will need to be reshot. However, in many
cases the original pilot is what we end up watching as Season 1, Episode 1 of the show.

Prose — Written or spoken language that follows the natural flow of speech. Itis the most
common form of writing, used in both fiction and non-fiction.



https://www.tvnz.co.nz/shows/alibi
https://store.finaldraft.com/final-draft-12.html?utm_term=final%20draft%20software&utm_campaign=GRVE+2021+Etc+Countries+Search+-+Full&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_tgt=kwd-10480731&hsa_grp=121204410682&hsa_src=g&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_mt=b&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=511351913980&hsa_acc=7877895225&hsa_kw=final%20draft%20software&hsa_cam=12573097600&gclid=CjwKCAjwzruGBhBAEiwAUqMR8BN8z0qksYv24DU1s22h5Weuuy3fNbn8bkyNUIx5zi5SQUAJPrjQ5RoC_zoQAvD_BwE
https://www.celtx.com/index.html
https://highland2.app/screenwriters.php
https://www.fadeinpro.com/
https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/night-shift-2012
https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/the-cul-de-sac-episode-one-2016
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/shows/baby-mamas-club
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBHnqGtNxfY&list=PLIUjgFK6v6HfyNwZpfpTHZw_rgn7GY_iW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBHnqGtNxfY&list=PLIUjgFK6v6HfyNwZpfpTHZw_rgn7GY_iW
https://writersolo.com

